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other Murofcopical feeds 
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and (bin Si likelihood does contain avaft quantity, though perhaps not 
and lo ,n all iiRennoo ttinefs they may be com par d to any 

forthey areofa dark brovvni(h red 
colour curioufly Honey-comb’d all over with a very pretty variety of 
Net work, ot a toll kind of imbofment of very orderly rais d ridge, 
the fu, face of them looking not unlike the Wide ofa Beev s ftomack. But 
tha, which makes it mod confiderable of all, is, the medicinal virtues of 
it, which are fuch as are not afforded us by any Mineral preparation , and 
thatis for the procuring of deep, a thing as neceflary to the well-being 
ofa creature as his meat, and that which refreflies both the voluntary 
and rational faculties, which, whil’ft this afleChon has feis d the body are 
for the moft part unmov’d, and at reft. And, methmks, Nature does 
leem to hint fome very notable virtue or excellency in this Plant b om the 
curiofity it has beftow’d upon it. Firft, in its flower, it is of the highelt 
fearlet-Dye, which is indeed the prime and chiefeft colour, and has been 
in all Ages of the world moft highly efteem d : Next, it has as much cu- 
riofity fliew’d alfo in the hulk or cafe of the feed, as any one Plant I have 
yet met withall 3 and thirdly, the very feeds themfelves, the Microfcope 
difcovers to be very curioufly Ihap’d bodies 3 and laftly, Nature has 
taken /uch abundant care for the propagation of it, that one Angle feed 
grown into a Plant, is capable of bringing fome hundred thousands of 
feeds. 

It were very worthy fome able man’s enquiry whether the intention of 
Nature, as to the fecundary end of Animal and Vegetable fubftances 
might not be found out by fome fuch characters and notable impreflions 
as thefe, or from divers other circumftances, as the figure, colour, place, 
time of flourifhing, fpringing and fading, duration, tafte, fmell, &c. For 
if fuch there are (as an able Phyfician upon good grounds has given me 
caufe to believe) we might then, indeed of ftudying Herbals (where fo 
little is deliver d of the virtues of a Plant, and lefs of truth) have re- 
eourfe to the Book of Nature it felf, and there find the moft natural, 
ufefull, and moft effectual and lpecifick Medicines, of which we have ; 
amongft Vegetables, two very noble Inftances to incourage foch a hope, 
the one of the Jefuite powder for the cure of intermitting Feaver^ and the 
other of the juice of Poppy for the curing the defeCt of fleeping. 




Y * 


Obferv. 



THE WARNOCK LIBRARY OdaVO 


